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APPROPRIATION (CONSOLIDATED FUND) BILL (NO. 1) 2001 
Third Reading 

MR RIPPER (Belmont - Treasurer) [9.02 pm]:  I move - 

That the Bill be now read a third time.  

MR MARSHALL (Dawesville) [9.02 pm]:  I am extremely concerned that the limitations in this budget will not 
allow extra moneys to be given to the Department of Conservation and Land Management to counter the tuart 
tree destruction around Lake Preston, Lake Clifton, Dawesville and throughout the Yalgorup National Park.  The 
Minister for the Environment is aware of the devastation, but she is hamstrung by CALM and its lack of 
resources and ability to solve the problem of dying trees and the loss of our tuart heritage.  I am simply amazed 
that after four years, CALM can come up with only suggestions for why the trees are dying, not a remedy.  To 
give members an idea, I will quote some of the main points that CALM has come up with after four years of 
research.  The first is that the decline is due to a natural pest of the tuart, which has increased significantly in 
numbers and damage.  Secondly, the primary cause is likely to be environmental changes through climate or 
clearing.  Thirdly, the department has several ideas on what might be happening, but does not know definitely.  
Fourthly, the department has some ideas on how to respond but needs to progress carefully and monitor the 
results.  Finally, the regeneration of the national park to maintain tuart forest woodland is likely to require 
significant works.  That is the result of four years work.  How would people from CALM go applying for the 
position of coach of the Fremantle Dockers or the West Coast Eagles, having to go through nine hours to get the 
job and then giving a report like that?  That report is an absolute disgrace!  There is not one suggestion on what 
CALM should do to beat the disease.  If roses get aphids, what do people do?  They spray to save the roses.  If 
someone gets cancer, what does that person do?  He or she would probably have chemotherapy.  In fact, that 
person will do anything to stay alive.   

The Department of Conservation and Land Management appears to have watched these magnificent trees die 
without applying a remedy.  Parts of the Yalgorup National Park look like a graveyard.  Tuart trees that are 
between 100 and 150 years old and are up to 60 feet tall are dying or are already dead.  These trees are the 
champions of the forests.  They are the all-time greats; they have survived drought, storms, fire and the test of 
time.  I am emotionally disturbed that our so-called bureaucratic experts are not smart enough to come up with a 
solution to the disease.  In 1997, departmental officers noticed a marked decline in the health of the tuarts - a 
great observation!  Since then, borers, frost, competition for water with peppermint trees, a lack of controlled 
burning and severe insect attacks have been blamed for the destruction.  The devastation continues to sprawl 
northwards.  The devastation to the trees can be seen along the roadside, on private property, from roadhouses, in 
caravan parks and the Yalgorup National Park.  The dead trees have become traffic and fire hazards.  The road 
entrance to the south west looks like Death Valley.  The ecosystem has been destroyed.  CALM has lost the 
confidence and respect of many people living around the Lake Clifton and Dawesville areas.  These people want 
action.  How do they get action? 

The ACTING SPEAKER (Mrs Hodson-Thomas):  I remind the member for Dawesville to speak to the budget. 

Mr MARSHALL:  I am speaking to the budget as I am talking about a lack of resources in the environmental 
protection areas of the budget.  I have already discussed it with the minister.  It is very important that I carry on 
in that vein.  I will refer to the budget as I build up momentum. 

The ACTING SPEAKER:  I will extend the member some latitude but I remind him that we are dealing with the 
third reading of the Bill. 

Mr MARSHALL:  The lack of funding in this budget is an important issue.  How do local people get any action 
on this issue?  The problem of the lack of resources came to a head last week in Mandurah.  We desperately 
wanted a comment from CALM personnel.  I discovered that the head of CALM in Mandurah was on stress 
leave.  His second in command was away on three weeks holiday - it coincided with the school holidays.  The 
number one ranger for the area was on long service leave and the assistant ranger for the area was on a rostered 
Sunday and Monday two-day holiday.  No-one from CALM in Mandurah could be contacted for advice.  It is 
wrong.  I rang the regional leader of CALM on Sunday morning to find out what could be done.  To his great 
credit he rang me at 5.10 pm on Monday.  It took him all Monday to call me back.  That is the same person who 
did not visit Mandurah during the two-week parliamentary recess to look at the dying tuart trees, as he promised 
he would.  People would not stand for that level of service in private enterprise. 
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It is hard to blame individuals.  The office and the department are under-resourced.  The Yalgorup National Park 
ranger has to control 100 square kilometres of national park, sand dunes and beaches.  It is impossible for one 
man to do the job properly.  Members should read the dot points in the budget that CALM believes justifies the 
forests turning into Death Valley over the past four years.  It believes that the department, in cooperation with 
the Department of Agriculture, the Shires of Harvey and Waroona and the City of Mandurah, is continuing to 
monitor the decline.  Good work!  It is researching the causes and possible responses and consulting and 
involving the public.  Good work!  It is providing advice to private landowners on management of the affected 
tuart.  It is planning remedial action - that is a good one!  It is establishing and monitoring field trials.  There is 
no suggestion that the trials and experiments are for the eradication of the problem.  CALM believes that 
regeneration of the Yalgorup National Park to maintain the tuart forest for woodland is likely to require 
significant work.  Let us put up the money to see something significant happen.  The local residents are prepared 
to experiment if told what to do.  One local resident is prepared to burn off his block.  Another local resident is 
prepared to inject every individual tree on his block if told how to do it.  The community is ready to go, but 
where are the CALM scientists to help those people?   

I appeal to the minister to give CALM more money and specialised staff to enable it to deal with the 
environmental tragedy of the so-called larvae borers.  They are travelling north at a scary speed.  They have 
come up the coast.  They are in Dawesville, they have just been spotted on the Mandurah bypass and on the 
Mandurah golf course, and they are in Baldivis; and members should not be surprised if they appear at the Bold 
Hill reserve.  In mentioning the Bold Hill reserve, today, 16 October, we have the opportunity to make a bold 
decision.  We want the minister to find in this budget, which lacks the resources to provide for things that crop 
up when we least expect them, the money that is needed to save the tuart heritage of the Dawesville and south 
coast electorate. 

The ACTING SPEAKER (Mrs Hodson-Thomas):  I remind members that we are dealing with the third reading, 
and the debate should be relevant and specific to the budget.  We are dealing only with matters that are in the 
budget papers.  

MS SUE WALKER (Nedlands) [9.11 pm]:  I refer to page E503 of Estimates Committee A and to the 
$5 million state government rescue package that was allegedly designed to assist tourism operators affected by 
the collapse of Ansett Australia Ltd and Skywest Airlines Pty Ltd on 14 September this year.  In that Estimates 
Committee I asked the Minister for Tourism about the distribution of those funds.  I suggest now - and it is a 
truism - that those funds are being used as seed funds to obtain money for an already cash-strapped industry.  In 
the budget estimates process it was clear under questioning that not much of that $5 million dollars had been 
allocated for the immediate short-term period of two to eight weeks.  As the minister said, it is too early to 
allocate the full amount.  I ran through what was allegedly being allocated; namely, $50 000 for an interstate 
radio campaign; $150 000 for an interstate industry catalogue; $155 000 for an interstate television advertising 
campaign; $250 000 for a national print campaign, although I am told that is on hold; and $500 000, or an 
allocation of up to $50 000 each, to 10 regional tourism associations, but I suggest that that money has not been 
allocated yet.  That totals $1.155 million.  Of that $1.155 million of the $5 million industry rescue package, 
$250 000 has been held up, and $500 000 has not yet been assigned to the regions.  That is a total of $750 000 
out of that $1.155 million, which leaves at most a total of $355 000 that this Government, as of 28 September, 
has outlayed of that $5 million rescue package.  That is for an industry that is still in crisis.   

I want to give the Chamber a position on the impact of the Ansett crisis on Western Australian tourism prepared 
by Jack Carlsen of Edith Cowan University in late September this year and distributed on 5 October by the 
Western Australian branch of the Tourism Council Australia.  The summary and conclusions in that report were 
prepared using the published data from the WA Tourism Commission, the Bureau of Tourism Research and the 
Australian Bureau of Statistics.  The university showed that the macro economic impact of the Ansett crisis over 
the next 12 months in Western Australia has been estimated as follows: the direct impact on interstate tourism is 
in the order of $150 million per annum or about $2.9 million per week.  The direct impact on international 
tourism is $135 million per annum, or about $2.6 million per week.  The total direct impact is in the order of 
$285 million per annum or about $5.5 million per week.  The total economic impact, including the multiplier, is 
about $325 million per annum or $6.25 million per week.  Annually, 2 800 jobs in tourism will be lost; that is, 54 
jobs lost per week.   

Last Friday, I received a letter from the Kununurra Country Club Hotel.  Ten permanent staff had been laid off 
from the four and a half star hotel in the small town of Kununurra.  That is an example of the jobs that have been 
lost.  A brief survey indicates the following impact on business: 62 per cent of businesses depend on domestic 
tourism and 31 per cent depend on international tourism.  Eighty per cent of businesses have reported a decline 
in bookings, occupancy rates, sales and delegate numbers since the crisis began.  On average, bookings, 
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occupancy rates, sales and delegate numbers have fallen by 26 per cent since the Ansett crisis commenced.  
Seventy-two per cent of the sample have reported lost revenue since the Ansett crisis commenced.  Losses 
ranged from $150 000 to $250 000 depending on the type of business.  The median loss in revenue was $2 910 
per week per business.  Seventeen per cent of businesses reported a decrease in staffing levels due to the Ansett 
crisis.  The average decrease in staffing was 21 per cent.   

The Perth Convention Bureau indicated the overall impact on meetings and conventions for specific sectors.  Of 
the 68 meetings in the Perth central business calendar to December, six meetings have been cancelled and two 
meetings have been postponed.  That resulted in a loss of 6 487 delegates, 35 678 room nights and $13.6 million 
in direct delegate expenditure.  This will lead to 128 job losses in the meeting and convention sector in the next 
three months.  I read that to demonstrate the impact of that crisis on tourism in Australia.  I will demonstrate that 
this government has shown a complete lack of leadership in the face of the tourism crisis in this State.  Firstly, as 
yet, not even $500 000 has been spent of the $5 million rescue package.  Secondly, there is a lack of any strategy 
or policy for the Kimberley region in particular, which is disappearing into oblivion.  

Ms MacTiernan:  That is completely untrue.  

Ms SUE WALKER:  The member for Mt Lawley should just listen.  Bernie Wheiwell visited my office.  He is 
desperately concerned about the tourism industry in the Kimberley.  He is a big wholesaler and runs a holiday 
business in Broome and the Kimberley called Broome and the Kimberley Holidays.   

As I said, on Friday I received a letter from the Kununurra Country Club Hotel.  The letter, which is dated 12 
October, states -  

Dear Miss Walker,  

What steps are the State Government taking to get reliable air transport back into the east Kimberley?  

How much longer will Air North be servicing Darwin, Broome and Kununurra?   

The tourism industry has incurred huge losses due to the collapse of Ansett in this area.  This hotel 
alone has had a loss of over $100,000.00 in accommodation for September.  This does not even factor 
in our losses on Food and Beverage sales.  What steps is the Government taking to help maintain a 
viable tourism industry?   

Lastly, who is the Minister for Tourism?  Do we have one?  Why is he/she maintaining such a low 
profile in the tourism industrys hour of need? 

I received that letter last Friday from Kununurra, in the Kimberley region. 

The ACTING SPEAKER (Mrs Hodson-Thomas):  I call the member back to the budget.  

Ms SUE WALKER:  I am speaking about the $5 million rescue package and the lack of funds provided to the 
Kimberley region.  The owners of the hotel told me that they had lost $35 000 from the Ansett crisis.  The hotel 
lost $30 000 in advance bookings and $100 000 was lost for September and $100 000 was lost for October.  I 
have been able to obtain an accurate picture of the position in the Kimberley region.  Before I refer to the current 
position, I will refer to the Minister for Tourism’s press release that involved the two key marketing initiatives 
following the announcement of extra state government funding for tourism.  He said, first, that a major intrastate 
marketing campaign aimed at encouraging Western Australians to holiday at home would begin the following 
day.  The campaign would include new radio and newspaper advertisements in the metropolitan and regional 
areas.  Secondly, regional tourism associations throughout Western Australia would be eligible for up to $50 000 
for additional approved advertising activities over the next 12 months. 

I will deal with the catalogue and its success.  In the Estimates Committee, I was told by the minister that the 
form for the catalogue had been sent to 300 000 operators.  According to the latest Tourism Council Western 
Australia update yesterday, only 340 responses to take up advertising space have been received, because to 
obtain advertising, operators must outlay money.  The operators in the Kimberley said in their briefing paper 
released last week that the overall response to the catalogue had been poor, which was seen as a reflection of 
operators opposing the expenditure of their own moneys at a time when a rescue package had been made 
available. 

Further, in a detailed submission in a paper entitled “Marketing Proposal to the Western Australian Tourism 
Commission and the Tourism Council of WA Crisis Marketing Committee from the Kimberley Tourism 
Association”, the operators in that area said - 
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Although we have certainly encouraged our members to consider involvement in the “Sale” campaign, 
we do not feel there will be a great response because it does not meet the particular needs of either our 
industry nor the operators who define that industry. 

Of particular concern is the concept of ‘discounting’ Kimberley tourism product, which through its very 
title the “Sale” sets out to do.  The Kimberley region is considered to be a world class holiday 
destination and all marketing and promotional activities in support of the region have a very defined 
strategy that does not begin to enter the realm of ‘discounting’ and cheap product. 

This concern is further exacerbated through the notion of being involved in a ‘generic’ sale catalogue.  
We believe all regions have differing customer demographics, access opportunities/limitations, reason 
to visit, etc - which is certainly the case with the Kimberley. 

The problem with that rescue package is that the Gallop Government is asking people to put money up front 
before it will spend a dollar.  It can be seen from the poor response to the first key marketing strategy that it is 
not working. 
I refer to the second marketing initiative; that is, the $50 000 to each region.  The minister did not spell out to me 
in the budget Estimates Committee that before a regional tourist association can get the $50 000, it must cough 
up $12 500; that is, $1 for every $4.  The Kimberley Tourism Association finds this contribution requirement 
totally objectionable and not within the spirit of a rescue package, at a time when the industry needs immediate 
and tangible assistance.  It is not only desperate for assistance but also urgently needs a more comprehensive air 
service to the region. 
Kununurra has no direct service into Perth any more.  This impacts on tourism, as well as on the community and 
its access to medical facilities and treatment in Perth.  While Air North is servicing Kununurra, there is no 
working relationship with Qantas Airlink.  The Government must do some work in this area - nothing has been 
done yet - so that joint fare arrangements can be made.   

Mrs Roberts:  I think you might be out of date there. 

Ms SUE WALKER:  No, I am not.  Further, while the region is thankful to Qantas for its assistance, additional 
aircraft and more frequent flights are needed.  The Gallop Labor Government must urgently address ways in 
which more flights can be provided to that region.  The reality is that Skywest Airlines Pty Ltd is on only a four-
week trial, which left no lead time in which to market flights.  Skywest offered only one trip a week; that is, up 
on Saturday and back on Sunday.  The aeroplane is smaller, the fares are more expensive, and the trip takes more 
than an hour longer than it did with Ansett Australia.  An eight-day trip with Skywest is being offered in The 
West Australian at $1 125 for eight nights.  People have to stay for eight nights, because the aeroplane goes up 
there only once a week.  Qantas Airways Ltd is offering four nights at $507, or eight nights for $618.  However, 
the problem being experienced is that commercial or government travellers are taking many of the available 
seats.  The region needs at least three Qantas flights a day over summer, four a day in winter, an extra Broome to 
Darwin service, as well as three direct flights a week from Broome to Alice Springs, with a connection to the 
eastern seaboard.  Qantas Airlink also needs to have a working relationship with Air North to form a joint fare 
arrangement. 
Ms MacTiernan interjected. 
Ms SUE WALKER:  The minister does not know what she is talking about.  Will she go up there and find out 
what is happening?  

The industry simply cannot wait another six months for this to happen.  These urgent matters should be dealt 
with immediately.  The stakeholders in the Kimberley are in a desperate situation, which cannot be allowed to 
continue.  I ask the Government to provide documentary evidence of what funds, if any, out of the paucity of 
funds, are being made available in the short term.  It was suggested that the sum of $1.155 million was being 
provided.  How much of the allocation of the $50 000 to each region has been forthcoming?  This scenario leads 
to the same criticism as that levelled at the Government by the community about the premium property tax; that 
is, a lack of integrity, competency and management skills.  The new application for $500 000 has been 
forwarded by the Kimberley Tourism Association to the Government.  There has been no response and the 
association does not hold out any hope of receiving one.  Recently, on the request of the federal minister, Ms 
Jackie Kelly, during a visit to Broome on 4 October, the association made a proposal to the federal Government.  
I can only reiterate comments made by the Tourism Council on 14 September this year in relation to the Gallop 
Government and the minister, when it asked when this Government would show some leadership on this issue.  

MR OMODEI (Warren-Blackwood) [9.26 pm]:  I will address some remarks to the estimates debate.  
Obviously members can spread themselves only so far over the committees, and opposition members with 
shadow portfolios would concentrate on those portfolios.  That does not mean that members do not have other 
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interests, particularly in the areas of health and education and a range of other portfolios.  I will address my 
remarks to issues that are current today, in particular to the police and emergency services portfolio.  In Western 
Australia emergency service plans exist for any misadventure, such as one which may occur in the hospital 
system.  A number of areas are covered under the state emergency services plans.  My concern is the amount of 
information coming from the media about the possible spread of anthrax.  Today the Premier made some 
remarks about this possibility, and about hoax calls.  

The ACTING SPEAKER (Ms Hodson-Thomas):  I will probably need to remind every member in this place that 
the House is dealing with the third reading, and the member for Warren-Blackwood’s speech must be relevant to 
what is in the budget.  He must speak about the resources within the budget.  

Mr OMODEI:  I will try to do so, but I ask you, Madam Acting Speaker, to pull me up if I get too far away from 
the issue.  

I was about to refer to the budget estimates debate, on page 203, where the Minister for Police and Emergency 
Services was questioned by me and the members for Churchlands and Mitchell.  

Mr McRae:  And the member for Darling Range! 

Mr OMODEI:  Yes, the member for Darling Range as well.  I thank the member for Riverton for that 
information.  

Mr McRae:  By my count, the Opposition asked 32 questions and the Government asked just two.  

Mr OMODEI:  I must have embarrassed the member for Riverton somewhere along the way, but I do not think 
that has anything to do with this debate either.  

The ACTING SPEAKER (Ms Hodson-Thomas):  Order, members.  In the third reading, each member has a very 
limited time, and I will not tolerate interjections that are not relevant to the member’s address.  I remind 
members that I will be very tough while I am in the Chair.  

Mr OMODEI:  The issue I am referring to is the state of preparedness of Western Australia to react to the kinds 
of issues that are happening internationally, and the possibility for people, either hoaxers or some unbalanced 
person in the community, doing something that would render the State incapable of responding.  I mention the 
possibility of somebody trying to destroy the north west gas facility, which would plunge the economies of Japan 
and Australia into absolute chaos.  It goes one step further than that.  A doctor explained on a radio program this 
morning not only how a person can make anthrax but also where to explode a bomb to spread anthrax across 
Western Australia.  In her response to the member for Mitchell, the minister clearly said that the advice was that 
there was no immediate threat to the community of Western Australia.  Today’s events, with the Premier himself 
talking about the anthrax issue, is proof positive that this issue should have been debated as part of the estimates 
process.  I have had a number of calls on this issue during the past couple of weeks.  People have asked whether 
a contingency plan is in place to protect our water resources in Western Australia.  I travelled to Switzerland 
when I was Minister for Water Resources.  That country has underground installations built to withstand 
electromagnetic pulses.  Every house is issued with a plastic container of potable water in the case of a 
catastrophe.  We should have been given the opportunity during this debate to ask those questions of the 
minister.  That issue needs to be addressed.  As a member of Parliament in Western Australia, I am concerned 
that doctors can go on radio and explain every detail about how these things can happen and that the media can 
televise our satellite technology in the north west, Geraldton and in other places.  They are matters of state 
importance.  We should have had the opportunity to discuss those matters during debate on the estimates.   
I refer to an item in the budget that relates to my electorate of Warren-Blackwood.  It was stated during the 
debate on the estimates that funding to the tune of $123 million would be available over four years to restructure 
the timber industry in the south west of Western Australia.  That sounds like a lot of money.  I am not an 
accountant, but I could not find one-quarter of $123 million in the budget papers.  The Government has not spent 
a great deal of money in the south west since it was elected.  The recent announcement by the State Government 
of $722 000 in funding to assist with the upgrading of old Westrail land, coupled with the shire and 
commonwealth contribution of $500 000, is a step in the right direction.  However, I was not able to find out 
how the Government intends to spend that money, where the money is, the total amount involved, and where it 
appears within this year’s budget estimates.  I cannot find it.  I will pursue those issues in Parliament in the 
coming months because I am concerned about that matter.   
There is great uncertainty in my area.  When this issue has been raised during general debate and in grievances, 
questions, and in matters of public interest, every responsible minister has said that he or she is concerned about 
the people in my electorate and will do something about it.  However, little has been done.  I know that the 
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intentions of the ministers are genuine in many cases, but it appears that the volumes of timber which need to be 
set for the long term have not yet been announced.  I tried to convince the Government during Estimates 
Committee B to debate the Forest Products Commission.  I know that it is a corporatised body; however, we do 
not know what the volumes of timber will be under the forest management plan.  To all intents and purposes, the 
Forest Products Commission will probably need some funds from the consolidated fund.  If the Forest Products 
Commission is receiving funds from the consolidated fund, we should be able to debate the estimates for that 
corporatised body.   

The industry in Pemberton is currently interviewing people about their future and whether they want to stay in 
the timber industry, be transferred within the industry, or require a redundancy package.  If Sotico Pty Ltd makes 
a commercial decision to reduce the Pemberton mill to one shift, without its being part of a government approach 
to the industry, workers who exit the industry will receive the timber industry’s redundancy package.  I think it is 
about a week’s pay for every year of service, compared with the Government’s package of three weeks pay for 
every year of service.  People in that community need to know their situation now.  I need to identify funds 
within portfolio budgets that indicate whether people in the Warren-Blackwood area will receive a redundancy 
package commensurate with that provided at Greenbushes and other places with the Government involved in a 
package to restructure the industry.  This is a very important matter.  The whole of the economy of that lower 
south west area revolves around the timber industry.  It is now October.  The Government has had a lot of time 
in which to clearly set out the exact process within the budget and the papers supporting government line items. 

During the coalition’s term of government, it had reached the stage at which a furniture manufacturer was going 
to Manjimup.  We were at the stage of identifying the future use of the houses in the Pemberton area; that is, 
whether they would be attached to the mill or whether workers would receive them as part of their redundancy 
package.  Those discussions were in an advanced stage when we were in government almost 12 months ago. 

I am receiving approaches from people in my community who do not know what their future will be.  They have 
young families.  They want to know whether they will be able to book their kids into the same school next year, 
whether they will be on the dole or whether they will be offered a redundancy package.  They want to plan for 
their future.  I need to be able to glean from the budget papers the intentions of the Government in these issues.  I 
have failed to do so because the information is not available.  I implore the ministers responsible, the Minister 
for State Development, the Minister for the Environment, the Minister for the South West and the Minister for 
Forestry, to make very clear statements to those communities.  The ministers have made flying visits, but have 
announced very little. 

Ms MacTiernan:  A good announcement was made in Manjimup. 

Mr OMODEI:  I have said that.  The Government has announced a $123 million package to restructure the 
industry.  Where is it?  I acknowledge that the $123 million is supposed to be allocated over a four-year period, 
but I cannot find mention of it in the budget papers.  Does it come under training, state development, forest 
products or the south west portfolio?  Local government representatives are asking me, as the local member, 
what the Government is doing about this and that.  They are asking what the situation is with high-conservation 
forest.  They are asking whether there is a definition.  There are no definitions.  If larger areas of forest are to be 
placed in reserves, what impact will it have on the state budget and what impact will it have on the community? 

Mr Barnett:  The Government is using taxpayers’ money to relocate people to Perth.  That is happening right 
now. 

Mr OMODEI:  Many people in the community do not know where they stand.  Although I might be running 
along the edge a bit, it is appropriate to refer to the estimates debates.  Those were major issues run by the Labor 
Party during the election campaign.  It said it would stop logging in old-growth forests and restructure the timber 
industry.  It made significant announcements, and has consistently done so, but there is not enough support 
information for the line items in the budget papers to tell me, as the member for Warren-Blackwood, what is the 
future for those industries and people in my electorate.  I have pleaded with the Premier of Western Australia in 
a grievance debate to make some announcements about these issues.  He has still failed to do so.  It is time 
somebody coordinated a group of ministers to make up their minds on the future of this industry and its work 
force. 

Come Christmas, if the number of people employed at the mill at Pemberton is reduced from 100 to 50 and if the 
support crews in the bush and so on are reduced by 50 or 60 people, one-third of the population of Pemberton 
will be out of work.  One-third of Pemberton’s population will be living on an inadequate redundancy payout or 
on the dole.  The Government is responsible for that.  The people of Western Australia who voted for the 
Australian Labor Party’s forests policy voted on the basis that the restructure of the industry would look after the 
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people in that industry.  That was the consistent message from the liberals for forests, Independent members and 
Australian Labor Party members.  The people in city Western Australia who wanted forest management to be 
restructured did not want the timber workers to be hurt.  Those people are in disarray.  They do not know what 
their future will be.   

I implore the Government to provide a clear direction.  We do not want a bland offer of $123 million.  It sounds 
great, and that figure is repeated over and again.  However, the actual expenditure in this area is limited to a 
$722 000 upgrade of some vacant Westrail land, a few redundancy payouts, a few business exits and an 
amphitheatre in the middle of the old Westrail land.  That will not solve the issues that these people face.  They 
need announcements about real jobs - jobs that are identified within these budgets papers.   

The Inglewood Products Group was ready to sign the papers the day after the election.  Where are Inglewood 
Products now?  Where are those 80 new employees in that value-added industry?  We have not heard one word 
about that industry for my district.   

MR HYDE (Perth) [9.42 pm]:  The budget has been incredibly good to the electorate of Perth.  A number of big 
ticket items in the budget are earmarked for my electorate as well as regeneration, infrastructure improvement 
and safety issues.  An amount of $4 million has been allocated for the Claisebrook train station, and a number of 
the other older train stations on our rail line will finally be restored - such as Bassendean and Armadale, and, 
hopefully, Cottesloe will be included in the next swag of funding.   

Encouraging public transport is a very important part of the budget.  Obviously, by making public transport 
easier to access, more attractive, safer and well lit, the Government is not only spending money wisely but also 
getting more return on the money that it is investing on behalf of the State.   

The budget contains other incentives.  I am delighted that the Minister for Health has included in the budget 
funding for the trauma centre at Royal Perth Hospital.  Royal Perth is an important part of the health system in 
this State.  It is important that people in a trauma situation, particularly as a result of road accidents, can be taken 
quickly to a central location where they can get the best possible care.  The care at Royal Perth Hospital ranks 
with the best in the world.  I am delighted that the Minister for Health and the Government is delivering on 
election pledges and putting more money into health to ensure there is a social dividend - a health dividend - to 
the people of Western Australia.   

It goes further.  Money is finally being put into water resource infrastructure.  In the inner city much of the water 
and sewerage piping is over 100 years old.  Not only has it well and truly reached the end of its active life, but 
there are environmental problems with seepage from the type of pipes that are being used.  This Government has 
had to bite the bullet and put money into infrastructure.  I am delighted, as we saw in the budget papers and in 
the Estimates Committee, that the Government has made that money available.   
I am delighted that this Government is continuing the work of previous Governments of both persuasions in 
funding the black spots program.  This is a tremendous way for local communities, who are aware of the real 
traffic problems and safety concerns, to achieve funding for black spot safety issues in partnership with local 
governments, the State Government and the federal Government.  It is one of the most important areas in which 
members of government at any level are able to facilitate results for their communities.   
I mention the massive increase in funding for the arts.  It is the biggest increase in real terms in over 25 years.  
What is great about the arts budget is that money is going into infrastructure.  Huge capital works will take place 
throughout the State, from Broome to the amphitheatre down south, about which we have just heard.  I take 
umbrage when we talk about funding for the arts and people say they want the money for real jobs, as if the 
people who sing, play, act and tell our stories in amphitheatres are not real workers.  As the member for 
Mandurah will know, they are real, valid workers.  All labour is something that should be celebrated, whether it 
takes place in an amphitheatre, a coalmine or a Qantas aeroplane.  A large part of the arts budget is dedicated to 
regional Western Australia.  I commend the previous Labor spokesperson for the arts, Hon Tom Stephens, for 
his regional focus, and the Minister for Culture and the Arts for delivering on our promises, such as $5 million 
for the Broome theatre complex, which will hopefully incorporate an amphitheatre as well as a stand-alone 
theatre.  The people of Broome will be able to enjoy many of the arts experiences which people in other parts of 
regional Western Australia have been able to enjoy for many years, and which exceed what many of us in the 
city are able to achieve.   

I consider sport and recreation.  This Government has increased community sporting and recreation facilities 
funding.  This is another community-based fund through which local communities are able to identify the real 
problems and the best solutions and achieve a good return for government money.  I commend the Minister for 
Sport and Recreation for that increase.  Many of these increases and, importantly, the increases in education, 
health and police services have come about because this Government has bitten the bullet and identified the areas 
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of waste.  We are cutting the glossy booklets and the overstaffing; the nebulous areas of government that an 
arrogant, slow Government let build up over eight years.  There is so much waste.  It has been identified and the 
savings are being redirected into schools, hospitals and police stations.  That is a great return which this 
Government is achieving for the people of Western Australia.   

We have areas of tourism.  I do not know from which planet the member for Nedlands comes, but the story I 
hear from people in the tourism industry is that Qantas Ltd is providing extra flights to Broome, and that 
Skywest Airlines will fly to Broome for the first time.  There is even talk of it flying to Port Hedland for the first 
time.  Our Minister for Tourism has acted, and this Government has provided emergency funding for the tourism 
industry.  It is getting a response.   

Mr Watson:  Albany and Walpole tourism operators had their best school holiday period ever. 

Mr HYDE:  That is what I hear from a number of tourism areas in this State.  The figures are the best they have 
been for 10 years.  They are the figures in Albany. 

Several members interjected. 

The ACTING SPEAKER (Mrs Hodson-Thomas):  Order!  There is too much interjecting.  I have said that 
members have only limited time in which to speak.  If members insist on interjecting, I will call them to order.  

Mr HYDE:  The tourism budget contains the emergency funding the minister has provided to enable local 
communities and tourism authorities to take urgent measures to encourage people to travel within Western 
Australia.  I hear from people in Denmark - it is the same story as in Albany - that operators that could not afford 
to advertise in the Winter Breaks supplements that are distributed throughout the country can now, because of 
this Government’s budgetary action, buy advertising space for $180.  Previously they would have paid $500.  
Small operators cannot afford that; that is the cut-off figure.  The amount of $180 was allocated by the minister 
to both tourism and small business.  Those people flock to the Labor Party because they know that a Labor 
Government is the natural Government for small business.  This budget has delivered to small business.  Fifty-
two thousand small business operators, who are predominantly in rural and country Western Australia, do not 
pay land tax as a result of this budget.  That is a tremendous result.  The coalition Government looked after the 
big farms and the big end of St Georges Terrace.  We are looking after small business, the real drivers of the 
economy.  This budget contains funding for small operations and for regional Western Australia to get the 
economy moving in a fairer way.  Trickle-down economics has not worked.  It was disastrous in the eight years 
of the coalition Government.  The Labor Government is doing the right thing and getting involved in kick-
starting the economy.  It is priming the operations of the budget.  

I refer to the works budget, in which funding is allocated to progress the introduction of the security of payments 
legislation.  Small business operators in the construction industry were burnt by collapse after collapse of 
companies during the coalition Government’s term.  Contracts awarded in Albany were no good.  The previous 
Government let a large contract in Albany without due diligence.  What happened to the gas-fired power station 
initiated by the previous Minister for Energy?  That has gone.  Natural gas will not be used there.  The Labor 
Government will ensure that due diligence is observed in contracting arrangements.  The Government has 
requested through the budget that all government contracts be paid within 28 days.  The mob opposite have had 
their hands on their backsides.  They did not put their hands in their pockets to pay small business.  They were 
allowing them to string out the payments.  They were letting small businesses and small suppliers throughout 
this State bear the brunt of their lax financial management.  

We talked about a budget black hole and about the coalition Government’s lack of financial accountability.  The 
whingers said earlier that lo and behold the Opposition should be able to ask more questions in the Estimates 
Committees than government members.  The naughty Labor people and the nasty member for Riverton as 
Chairman would not let the Opposition ask questions.  The opportunity to ask questions was on a 50-50 basis, 
and the Opposition said that was terrible.  When the mob opposite controlled the budget, they could not 
understand the figures.  Under division 48 on police, the Opposition asked 32 questions.  The Government asked 
two questions.  That ain’t 50-50.  The Opposition has no understanding of figures.  In division 3 the Opposition 
asked 35 questions and the number of questions asked by government members was 18.  That ain’t 50-50.  Again 
the Opposition did not understand the basic distribution of questions.  No wonder the coalition got the budget 
wrong and there was a budget blow-out with glossy pamphlets being sent everywhere.  This Government is 
reining in that lax, tired expenditure policy and wastefulness of government.  

This young, invigorated Government, under the able leadership of this Treasurer, has brought in a disciplined, 
incredible budget that will allocate government money into areas where it should be spent. 
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Mr McGowan interjected. 

Mr HYDE:  He does.  He is a budget magnet.  Police, hospitals and schools are the areas in which this 
Government is delivering.  I think that the small amount of money allocated to the arts has lifted arts funding to a 
25-year high.  The arts community knows that this Government is not only for small business and fair play, but 
also for the arts.  We know in this twenty-first century that the amphitheatres, the value adding and all the other 
things that this Government will bring into the timber industry will provide not only regeneration of forests, but 
also pride in our state culture and a rebirthing of the local tourism industry.  Seniors in caravans are now 
wending their way back to Perth from the north of the State.  We will make sure that they can continue to go 
north, and that more caravanners from interstate continue to visit Western Australia to enjoy its charms.  A great 
aspect of the money budgeted by the Government for cheaper advertising is that small tourism operators in 
Denmark, Albany and Derby - not those with giant contracts but those who depend on the turnover of visitors - 
will have a chance to enjoy and benefit from the increases that will flow to tourism.  There will be a new world 
in tourism and this Government has taken the lead. 

I recently boarded the Indian Pacific train with my trolley and bags, which train arrives five houses from my 
house in my electorate of Perth.  It is returning with extra carriages to Perth on Thursday of next week for the 
Centenary of Federation.  It is running not only to capacity, but also over capacity.  In places such as Kalgoorlie 
the train cannot fit into its original space, because it is so long.  Kalgoorlie railway station is therefore making 
three arrival places for it.  That sort of tourism is booming.  Many other opportunities are occurring in this State.  
This is a great State for taking opportunities, and that is what people have done. 

After the events of 11 September and the demise of Ansett, people did not adopt a doom and gloom attitude.  
They did not open envelopes, sniff them and get themselves into the media to show people how to create a 
disturbance.  They wanted to get on and live in the new world, and deal with and build on Western Australia’s 
benefits.  This Government will do that through small business and through companies that are doing the right 
thing by Western Australia.  We will do it through a Government that is young, vigorous, invigorated, 
disciplined and focused, and one that has brought down the best budget in 10 years. 

MR MASTERS (Vasse) [9.57 pm]:  The estimates committee of two weeks ago was the best since I entered 
Parliament in 1996.  I say that because I was not in this place; I was in the eastern States on a 12-day trip!  I 
thank my Liberal Party colleagues who assisted me by asking a number of questions that concerned me about 
various portfolio issues. 

Obviously, I have only a few minutes to speak tonight; however, I wish to raise the subjects of science, health, 
roads and education as they relate to the budget papers.  The biggest disappointment, in the broadest sense of the 
word, in my shadow portfolio responsibilities lies in the science portfolio.  It is clear that the Premier is the 
Minister for Science in name only.  His answers to questions indicated that he would attend meetings of the 
Premier’s Science Council where possible; however, 90 per cent or more of the day-to-day work of the Science 
Council and the science ministry will be conducted through the Minister for State Development who will be the 
real Minister for Science.  Clearly the Premier will be a Clayton’s Minister for Science.  I am concerned about 
that, but not because the Premier will stand on his high horse, sell the science portfolio and get a deal of kudos.  
My concern is about the diminution in the overall influence of the Minister for State Development, not because 
of a lack of ability but because of the time constraints placed on him and the resources available to him.  It is 
clear in my mind that, even though science should be put on a pedestal because of the needs of our modern 
world, it will be diminished because the Premier is a Clayton’s Minister for Science.  Science will not get the 
profile it deserves.   

Mr Hyde:  It did get $60 million.  

Mr MASTERS:  It got $50 million.  I am glad the member for Perth has led with his mouth.   
Mr Hyde:  I do not talk any other way. 

Mr MASTERS:  One must think before opening one’s mouth.  The member for Perth does it the other way 
around.   
The Labor Party went to the people during the recent election campaign saying that if it won, it would allocate 
$50 million during its four-year term in office.  Now, eight months after the election, none of that $50 million 
has been spent.  I suspect that only a small part will be spent during the rest of this financial year.  I say that 
because to date there have been only two meetings of the Science Council.  It will take a lot of work on its part to 
come up with recommendations about how this year’s allocation should be spent.  In other words, there will be 
some cost savings this year that will benefit the budget bottom line, but science will be the loser.  My concern is 
that that $50 million will not be spent over the term of this Government.  That means science will not benefit in 
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the way the people of Western Australia were promised when the Labor Party went to the people earlier this 
year.   

I also have concerns about the functioning and the makeup of the Science Council.  When I was in the eastern 
States during the estimate committees sittings, I met with staff of the Victorian Labor Government.  It has a 
council or a group similar to the Science Council.  In addition to scientists and engineers, it includes people with 
good financial brains and business acumen.  In other words, the Victorian Labor Government - which I hope will 
set a good example for our new Labor Government - has realised that it is the marriage of science, engineering, 
finance and business that will achieve the outcomes that we hope will result from the expenditure of the 
$50 million this Government has committed over the next four years.   

The second issue I raise as a result of the estimates committee process relates to roads.  There is no doubt that the 
Main Roads WA budget has suffered a significant reduction.  The advice I received from the Estimates 
Committee was not particularly positive.  My electorate has suffered as a result of major negative budget 
decisions relating to roads.  For example, the Shire of Busselton has been requesting as a matter of priority that 
Main Roads WA spend the money necessary to construct dual lanes on Bussell Highway within the Busselton 
town site; that is, from Dolphin Road to the Vasse turnoff at Monaghan’s Corner.  That is a much-used section of 
Bussell Highway.  It now has 60, 70 and 80 kilometre per hour limits within it, which reflect both the number of 
vehicles that use that section of road and the dangers inherent within it, because it has only one lane in each 
direction.  There is no doubt that the Busselton people in general, and the Shire of Busselton in particular, are 
very disappointed that the funding does not seem to be allocated over the next four years - in other words, in this 
year’s budget and the next three years of forward estimates - for the dual lanes to be built on Bussell Highway.  

Ms MacTiernan:  We regret it, too.  Unfortunately, we must build according to our means.  We are not in any 
way suggesting that those roads are not significant or important.  Over the next three years, as we work through 
the budget, we will see what we can expand.   

Mr MASTERS:  I appreciate the comments from the minister; nonetheless one of my roles in Parliament is to 
bring to the attention of the Government and the appropriate ministers what my electorate is saying to me, and 
that is exactly what I am doing.  

Ms MacTiernan:  I appreciate that.  I want the member to understand that it is not in any way seeking to - 

Mr MASTERS:  I am not taking it personally, but it is a great disappointment to the electorate.  I mentioned 
Monaghan’s Corner.  It is a three-way intersection of Bussell Highway, where it turns south towards Vasse and 
Margaret River or continues on to become Caves Road, which leads to Dunsborough, Yallingup and areas south.  
Plans have been on the books for a number of years for a major roundabout to be installed to provide far safer 
driving conditions for people using that section of road.  I am aware of a number of accidents that have occurred 
there over the years.  The land is available.  I believe it has been protected through local town planning schemes.  
The shire is extremely keen for some action to be taken.  Pressure on that corner has increased because of the 
previous Government’s commitment of funds to build the Busselton bypass.  That means that instead of more 
traffic travelling in a straight line from Bussell Highway directly onto Caves Road at Monaghan’s Corner - 
Bussell Highway also turns south at that point - there is a significant increase in traffic travelling from the 
Busselton bypass, north along the Bussell Highway to Monaghan’s Corner.  People must then decide whether to 
turn left into Caves Road, or right to go onto Bussell Highway and into Busselton.  The traffic movement 
patterns have changed.  I have great concern that there will be more accidents at that intersection rather than 
fewer.  I am happy to say that last summer there was no significant increase in the number of traffic accidents.  I 
do not know whether people were overly cautious because it was a new road layout; time will tell.  I hope the 
funding can be found sooner rather than later for Monaghan’s Corner to be upgraded.   

Another section of road that fell off the list of roads for which there was a reasonable expectation that 
construction would occur sooner rather than later is the Bunbury Outer Ring Road.  That road, which is also 
nicknamed the Bunbury bypass, starts in my electorate at the southern end of Gelorup, goes through Gelorup on 
an existing road reserve, through farming land and then bypasses the entire area of Bunbury, Eaton and 
Australind.  This is important because it will save a significant amount of time, and not just for people in my 
electorate who want to travel north to Perth.  The current Government, quite understandably, is placing a lot of 
emphasis on tourism as one of the saviours of the timber industry and of the south west economy in general.  
That means that the Government should be concerned about the number of tourists driving through Bunbury on 
the existing road network, including Robertson Drive, which has many corners and variations in speed limits and 
has the potential for a significant number of accidents.   
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The Bunbury Outer Ring Road will save about 12 minutes of travelling time for people driving north and south.  
There is no doubt it will significantly reduce the number of accidents that occur on the existing roads within the 
Bunbury town site.  Commuters in Perth will save 12 minutes travelling time on the southern rail loop at a cost 
of $1.3 billion.  I am looking for only a few hundred thousand dollars to save 12 minutes travelling time for 
people driving north and south on the Bunbury Outer Ring Road. 

Ms MacTiernan:  That is a bit of silliness I would expect from the member for Avon but not from the member.  
The member knows perfectly well that no additional money is being spent over and above what the former 
Government was going to spend in Perth.  The money has been reallocated to get a better project. 

Mr MASTERS:  I have heard that argument before.  With respect, I do not believe it. 

Ms MacTiernan:  Has the member looked at the budget?  The Government has allocated $1.2 billion, which is 
the same allocation as before. 

Mr MASTERS:  I understand the point being made by the minister, but the proof of the pudding is in the eating. 

Ms MacTiernan:  The member cannot say that the Government has redirected money from roads to rail. 

Mr MASTERS:  It is my belief that the cost of the new southern rail route will be far in excess of $1.2 billion.  I 
will not debate the point today, as I have only two minutes left to speak.  There are significant additional costs 
that the minister and the Government are not prepared to accept will be a reality.  The Government will commit 
itself to additional hundreds of millions of dollars.  For a relatively small amount of money, there will be 
significant savings in the Bunbury area in travelling time and a reduction in the number of traffic accidents. 

For safety reasons, there is an urgent need for part of the Bussell Highway leading from Vasse to Margaret River 
to have passing lanes incorporated.  I believe that appropriation for the passing lanes has been left in the budget.  
I want some assurance that the full and appropriate number of passing lanes are retained in the Main Roads 
budget for the next four years so that this very important tourist route is completed in the way experts in Main 
Roads believe it should be.  It will provide much safer access for people travelling between Margaret River and 
Vasse. 

I need to talk about Mowen Road, even though it is outside my electorate.  To gain access to it, people need to 
drive down Sues Road.  Mowen Road is an important issue for the member for Warren-Blackwood.  It diverts a 
large amount of traffic from Bussell Highway and the Busselton bypass, both of which are in my electorate.  The 
road provides a quicker route into Margaret River.  It will be safer only if the section of Mowen Road from Sues 
Road to Bussell Highway is completed.   

I have run out of time and I cannot talk about health or education.  It will have to be another time. 

Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr McGowan (Parliamentary Secretary).   

House adjourned at 10.12 pm 

__________ 
 


